
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Public Benefits Consequences of Criminal Convictions in Pennsylvania 
 
 

Assuming the individual is otherwise eligible for benefits 
 

1. While Incarcerated for any Offense 
• Ineligible for Cash Assistance, Medical Assistance or Food Stamps 
• Ineligible for SSI, but not required to reapply if incarcerated for less than one year. Contact 
   Social Security Administration upon release and request reinstatement of SSI. 
• Ineligible for Social Security Disability (SSDI) while incarcerated for a crime with a possible 
   sentence of one year or more. Family members are entitled to benefits (if otherwise eligible).     
   Not required to reapply - upon release, contact Social Security Administration and request  

            reinstatement of SSDI. 
 

2. Outstanding Warrant or Fleeing Prosecution of Any Misdemeanor 
           Ineligible for the following benefits until the warrant is lifted or the individual appears for the  
           criminal proceedings: 

• Cash Assistance 
• Medical Assistance unless the individual is: 

• Under 21 
• 65 or older 
• pregnant 
•  unable to work because of a serious disability that is expected to last 12 months or       
       more or result in death 
  parent of minor children who is living with the children 

   
3.   Outstanding Warrant or Fleeing Persecution for Any Felony Offense 
     Ineligible for the following benefits until the warrant is lifted or the individual appears for the      
    criminal  proceedings: 
• Cash Assistance 
• Medical Assistance unless the individual is: 

• Under 21 
• 65 or older 
• pregnant 
•  unable to work because of a serious disability that is expected to last 12 months or    
       more or result in death 
• parent of minor children who is living with the children 

• Food Stamps 
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
• Social Security Benefits.  (Family members are still entitled to benefits if otherwise eligible).     

 
4.  In Violation of Any Condition of Probation or Parole for Any Misdemeanor or Felony 

(including payment of fines, court costs or restitution if they are a condition of probation or 
parole) 

   Ineligible for the following benefits until the warrant is lifted or the individual appears for     
   the criminal proceeding: 
• Cash Assistance 
• Medical Assistance unless the individual is: 

• under 21 
• 65 or older 
• pregnant 
 

• unable to work because of a serious disability that is expected to last 12 months or more or 
result in death 

• parent or minor children who is living with the children 
• Food Stamps 



• Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
• Social Security Benefits (Family members are still entitled to benefits if otherwise eligible). 
 

5. Owes Unpaid Fines, Court Costs or Restitution for Any Misdemeanor or Felony (even if     
      they are not a condition of probation or parole) 

   Ineligible for the following benefits until the problem is resolved (probation or parole officer 
must complete DPW form verifying that individual is in compliance with a payment plan): 
• Cash Assistance 
• Medical Assistance unless the individual is: 

• under 21 
• 65 or older 
• pregnant 
• unable to work because of a serious disability that is expected to last 12 months or more or 

result in death 
• parent of minor children who is living with the children 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Consequences of Convictions for Particular Offenses 
 

1. Conviction for Felony Drug Offense Committed After 8/22/96 
• The former lifetime ban on Cash Assistance and Food Stamps has been lifted. This ban was 

lifted in Pennsylvania as of 2/21/04. 
• Individuals with drug convictions are eligible for TANF Cash Assistance, Food Stamps, 

General Assistance (GA) Cash Assistance, Medical Assistance, SSI, and SSDI just like 
anyone else, as long as they are otherwise eligible and comply with all the rules. 

• The law (Act 44 of 2003) that lifted the ban on TANF and Food Stamps requires the 
Welfare Department to refer affected individuals (after benefits are approved) for 
assessment and treatment (if necessary, available and appropriate) for drug and alcohol 
addictions.         

2.  Conviction for Welfare Fraud 
• First Conviction: ineligible for Cash Assistance for 6 months 
• Second Convictions: ineligible for Cash Assistance for 12 months 
• Third Conviction: ineligible for Cash Assistance for lifetime 

 
 
 

3.  Conviction for Food Stamp Fraud 
• First Conviction: ineligible for Food Stamps for 12 months 
• Second Conviction ineligible for Food Stamps for 24 months 
• Third Conviction: ineligible for Food Stamps for lifetime 
 
 
 

 

        4.  Conviction for Making a Fraudulent Representation about state of residence in order to        
        receive assistance simultaneously in more than one state: 

• Ineligible for Cash Assistance, Food Stamps or SSI for 10 years 
 

       For More Information, Contact: 
 

Community Legal Services, Inc. 
3638 N. Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19140    Phone:(215) 227-2400  

          www.clsphila.org 
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Impact of Criminal Record on Public Benefits in Pennsylvania 

                                                
1 State welfare fraud convictions carry the following disqualification periods: 
 First time: ineligible for TANF and GA for 6 months 
 Second time: ineligible for TANF and GA for 12 moths 
 Third time: permanently ineligible for TANF and GA.  
2 Not eligible for TANF, GA., Food Stamps or SSI for ten years after a conviction for making a fraudulent statement or representation regarding your state of residence in 
order to receive assistance for more than one state. 
3 Federally –funded MA is MA for families with children, children under 21, pregnant women, people with disabilities lasting more than 12 months and people 65 and 
over.  
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 Outstanding warrant or 
fleeing prosecution 

Any probation or 
parole violation 

Unpaid fines, court 
costs, or restitution 

Currently incarcerated 

TANF1, 2 

Ineligible for failure to appear 
for any criminal court case 
(including misdemeanors) until 
resolved. 
 

Ineligible until 
resolved. 

Ineligible unless up-to-date with 
approved payment plan. Ineligible. 

Federally funded 
MA3 
 

Not relevant Not relevant. Not relevant. Ineligible 

General 
Assistance – cash 
benefits and GA-
related MA 

Ineligible for failure to appear 
for any criminal court case 
(including misdemeanors) until 
resolved. 

Ineligible until 
resolved. 

Ineligible unless up-to-date with 
approved payment plan. Ineligible. 

SSI Ineligible if fleeing prosecution 
for a felony, until resolved. 

Ineligible until 
resolved. 

Not relevant unless violates a 
condition of probation or parole. 

Ineligible for benefits. Not required 
to reapply for benefits if 
incarcerated for less than a year – 
benefits are in suspended status.  

SSD 
Ineligible if fleeing prosecution 
for a felony, until resolved.   
Family members are still 
entitled to benefits. 

Ineligible until 
resolved.   Family 
members are still 
entitled to benefits. 

Not relevant unless violates a 
condition of probation or parole. 

Ineligible if incarcerated 
for a crime with possible sentence 
of one year or more. Family 
members are still entitled to 
benefits. Not required to reapply 
on release – benefits are in 
suspended status. 
 

Food Stamps Ineligible if fleeing prosecution 
for a felony, until resolved. 

Ineligible until 
resolved. 

Not relevant unless violates a 
condition of probation or parole Ineligible 








